
17TH MAY 2020 

St Margaret’s 
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Parish Office Ph: 0428 187 625                                     167 Beaudesert-Nerang Road, Nerang 4211                 

Church to remain closed until further notice                                                                              E: nerang@anglicanchurchsq.org.au                  

Facebook: Anglican Church Nerang                                                              www.anglicannerang.com  

Remember in Prayer ….   
Merle Schultz, Bob and 
Helen Crowle, Chris Savage, 
Joy Gray, Terry Allen, Unita, 
Jean, Graeme, Russell 
Harris, Bill Crompton, 
Robin, Kirby Fisher, 

Margaret Maynard, the Rev’d Colleen 
Guttormsen and any known to us 
personally …. 
 

 
 

 

The Anglican Parish in Nerang in the Diocese of 
Brisbane is committed to protecting your 
privacy. The people on the list of the sick have 
personally requested prayers. 
 

 
 

For Parishes providing live streaming, 
recorded or online services go to 
 

https://anglicanchurchsq.org.au/
 livestream/ 
 

Including Robina Trinity Anglican 
Mission: 
https://www. robinaanglican.com 
 

St John’s Cathedral, Brisbane: 
https://ww.stjohnscathedral.com 
 

St Peter’s Church, Southport 
https://www.stpetersgc.com.au 
 

St John’s Burleigh Heads 
 https://  
burleighheadsanglicanchurch.com 
 

St Martin in the Fields, London 
 https://www.stmartin-in-the-fields.org 

     
Llandaff Cathedral, Wales 
https://www.llandaffcathedral.org.uk                   
 

Prayer Support: 
   https://www.churchofengland.org/     
prayer-and-worship/topicalprayers   
 

Fr Harry writes:   In response to the Government’s recently announced national 
three-step plan to relax coronavirus restrictions, and with states and 
territories beginning to implement this plan locally, the Anglican Church Southern 
Queensland has circulated new COVID-19 guidelines and information for parishes 
and ministries in this Diocese and I would like to advise you of some of those now 
and how they may affect us at St Margaret’s.  
 

Stage 1—Commencing 15 May 2020 (4 weeks) 
 

Public Worship:  With numbers being restricted to 10 people in places of worship, 
our churches will remain closed for public worship at this stage.  This is a 
Government directive.  Parishes can continue to live stream and prerecord services, 
now with 10 people, if the church has the space to enable 4 square metres per 
person—social distancing requirement essential. 
 

Services of Holy Communion are not to resume in churches at this stage. The 
current practice of livestreaming a Eucharist may continue. 
 

In line with Government advice church communities and parishes should not be 
encouraging those who are vulnerable (this includes people who are over 70 years 
of age) to gather face to face.  
 

Home Communion is still suspended except in case of an emergency. 
 

Home Groups/Bible Study Groups—Homes may now have 5 visitors allowed from 
separate households.  This means that if there is sufficient space in the room to 
enable physical distancing then Bible studies and home group may meet in person. 
 

Gatherings of up to 10 people are allowed on church premises or outdoors.  
Meetings at the church or in an outside space would be possible for small groups. 
Santising the space would need to occur before and after each activity. However, 
we strongly advise that those identified as being more vulnerable to COVID-19 
should not meet face to face with others at this time. 
 

(As a result of this our Meditation Group will be meeting again from tomorrow, 
Monday, 18th May under the coordination of Wendy Wales).  
 

Church open to Public:  Churches are permitted to be open for private prayer but 
will require monitoring of numbers of the building.  A maximum of 10 are 
permitted in the church provided it has the space to enable 4 square metres per 
person.  Rigorous hygiene and regular sanitizing of the space will need to be 
conducted.      
 

(Should any parishioner wish to come to St Margaret’s for private prayer the 
church is open on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday mornings from 9.00-12.00) 
 

I hope that the above answers some of the questions you may have had and please 
be assured as soon as we are able the doors of St Margaret’s will once again be 
open for worship and fellowship.   



  COMMENTARY ON TODAY’S READINGS                           

‘How do you love a person in her or his absence?  John 14, 
our Gospel reading for today, narrates Jesus’ preparation 
of the disciples for his death, resurrection and ascension.  
While some of the instructions and assurances recorded 
here may seem veiled and mysterious one thing is sure—
to love Jesus is to keep Jesus’ commandments.  This 
equation brackets all else that Jesus says in this passage. 
This does not make God’s love for us conditional on our 
obedience.  Rather, it reflects the truth that our love 
fulfills the words of Christ, who is God’s very expression of 
love for us. 
 

Jesus speaks to reassure the disciples and us with the 
promise of the ‘Paraclete’, a companion, advocate, 
comforter and counsellor.  The use of ‘another’ to modify 
paraclete reveals that Jesus understands himself to have 
played that role with the disciples to this point.  

In Jesus’ absence, they will not be left without 
encouragement.  In this promise, the text hints at the 
meaning of the Spirit’s gift at Pentecost. 
 

Another way Jesus addresses their fears is through the 
language of not leaving the disciples ‘orphaned’, implying 
a familial relationship of love.  For Jesus to assert that we 
will not be orphaned makes it clear that our place in God’s 
family is secure.  John’s gospel does move into mysteries 
at times.  Jesus weaves the meaning of departure with the 
unspecified word of his ‘coming’.  Being seen and yet not 
seen defies simplistic explanations.  How we will see Jesus, 
when the world does not, returns us to the practice  of 
love.  Our unity in God through Christ may indeed be 
mystical, but it is borne out in actions demonstrating love 
and faithfulness.   

One final word: all of Jesus’ promises in this text are 
spoken in the second person plural.  The ‘you’ who will 
not be orphaned, who will see Christ, and who will know 
the unity of God in Christ is the community, not just 
individuals, to live and love in his absence.  Life in Christ 
presumes life in community. 
 

The nearness of God’s presence is underscored by Paul’s 
address to the Athenians, recorded in Acts 17.22-31.  As 
Paul witnesses to the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, a church forms and grows.  Even when God’s 
presence goes unrecognized, God in Christ draws near. 
God’s love makes a relationship with the risen Christ 
possible. 
 

The psalmist in Psalm 66.8-20 invites worship and praise 
of God, whose presence sustains life.  God does not let our 
feet slip upon the journeys we make in faith.  God is to be 
blessed for God’s steadfast love that abides with us and 
hears our prayers. 
 

The early church addressed in 1 Peter 3:13-22 is facing 
serious persecution, yet is exhorted to do good—to live 
according to Jesus’ commandments to love.  This epistle 
aims at strengthening faithful witness through trust in 
God’s presence. Jesus’ suffering gives purpose to those 
who suffer for their faith. Those who hearts sanctify Christ 
dwell in hope. 

Love dispatches fear when we dwell in God’s abiding 
presence.  With the promised comforter and counsellor at 
our sides, we follow Jesus’ commands to love—witnessing 
to the great love and faithfulness of God in Christ.   Amen. 

                                Blessings,  Fr Harry 

 A DEVOTION ON TODAY’S READING FROM DR BARBARA FIELD, ST JOHN’S CATHEDRAL 

“You know him because he abides in you.” (John 14.17) 

I wonder how many reading this have, as I have of late, been suddenly convicted of the need to contact someone – to phone, 
email, or write a letter – and have found a real need once contact has been made. I have always thought of this as the Holy 
Spirit, abiding in us, speaking to us. It is the indwelling of the Spirit, in action! In times such as this when we especially need to 
connect with and care for each other, as we navigate our way through the challenges presented by COVID-19, the indwelling of 
our God strengthens us. 

In the Gospel reading today, Jesus promises that he will remain present in the believing community after he has been taken from 
them. And, we are given a glimpse into how this will happen. Jesus promises to give “another Advocate”, saying, “You know him, 
because he abides with you, and he will be in you.” The Christian life is life in the Spirit. 

We see in this passage the remarkable language of indwelling. We are assured that the Holy Spirit is gifted to those who show 
their love for Jesus by the obedience he asks for – the keeping of his Word. The love and obedience of the faith community lead 
to the gift of indwelling! God lives in us and we live in God.  

In John 5 we have this indwelling put Eucharistically, “Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood, abide in me and I in them.” 

You know him because he indwells you. 

PARISH DIRECTORY 
Parish Priest:         Rev’d Harry Reuss                  0428 187 625       hngreuss@bigpond.net.au                                                
Honorary Priests:   Rev’d Lima Bray                      0428 615 806       limabray@hotmail.com 

                                   Rev’d Canon Ross Burnett    5522 9967             rlburnett@bigpond.com                                                                                                                                                   
Honorary Deacon:  Rev’d Joy White                     5596 3083             whitefrogs@gmail.com   

Wardens:                 Frank Reynolds                      0421 254 526        plumbing. frank@gmail.com                      
         Betty Hart                               0457 983 711         maxiebear7@gmail.com        

                                   Phil Brown                              0457 334 559        philipbrownacn@gmail.com      

Parish Office:         Gillian Reuss                           0497 313 527         hngreuss@bigpond.net.au                                        

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14.17&version=NRSV


  6th Sunday of Easter                              

Geoff Hay reports on Parish Council Happenings 

Following Meeting on Sunday, 10th May 

The Coronavirus restrictions crippled regular Worship Services 
with people finding ways to compensate that need with on-
line services but it has not closed activity within life at St. 
Margaret’s. What’s on… 
 

The Rectory: Tremendous work by Fr Harry, Frank and 
Roger has been directed to Rectory [privately rent-
ed]. Ignored for some time so much was needed and 
urgently. Painting of bedrooms, repairs to the roof 
[leakage], renovations to the upstairs bathroom to 
the replacement of awnings at the rear of residence, 
just a few tasks completed.  

 And… still more to do. If you can assist, please 
contact Frank M: 0421254526 or Roger M: 
0418743303. Note: You will not be given tasks that 
are beyond you. Can you prune shrubs or small 
trees? Can you operate a gurney, use a hedge-
trimmer or a whipper-snipper while keeping the 
COVID-19 restrictions? 

Storm Water Drain, Sewerage, Car Park: That unlucky 
carpark at the rear of the property is first to discuss. 
Good job was done but all came “unstuck” when the 
wet weather “struck”. Now, sewerage and the 
drain… these have been a nightmare for those 
coordinating this work, especially Frank. Delays due 
to wet weather were the first drawback. Then lack of 
cooperation between outside departments and 
agencies witnessed “pen-pusher dithering” so still on 
our list to complete. Perhaps soon.   

Diocesan Support: $1000 granted to parish re operational 
changes enforced by COVID-19. Well-received 

 

Government Wage Support Scheme: Fr Harry has 
completed application forms, ready to go, where 
diocese inclusion is granted. More information to 
follow.  

 

Garden of Remembrance: Still another work on hold due 
to outside delays. Betty has plans drawn ready to go 
so your involvement could be needed there too. 
Betty will add more later. 

 

Parish Profile: This has been completed and forwarded to 
Bishop John. Besides our need to understand what 
St. Margaret’s, that is us, stands for, it also has issue 
in recruitment of a new priest, introducing them to 
our congregation. Look the profile up and see where 
you fit in. Enquire at the office for information re 
viewing a copy.  

Organ: Music sounds top-notch with the new organ. 
Graeme’s and Jocelyn’s renditions gave us wonderful 
moments in our songs of praise. Playing again soon. 

Office Rentals: Not very active because of virus conditions 
so loss of income incurred but occupancy will return 
later in the year. Can you assist with locating 
potential clients? Please contact wardens. 

Giving: Talking about income; please keep your weekly or 
whatever giving alive. You can commit via ANFIN or 
make on-line deposits. Check Weekly Pew Bulletins 
for details and keep St. Margaret’s alive. 

Food Basket: Where you can assist with items to the 
needy, a basket stands at front door of church for 
drop-off items. Please help where possible. 

Carpet Cleaning: Thanks to Betty for organizing the carpet
-cleaning in the church [Admin Building next]. 
Cleaning church chairs adds a spick and span look for 
when we renew services. 

 

Bible Readings for Morning Prayer  from the Lectionary: 

Monday:    Ps 118 Numbers 20.1-21 John 13.36-14.7 

Tuesday:    Ps 45 Numbers 20.22-21.9 John 14.18-31 

Wednesday:                              Ps 48 Numbers 20.10-35 John 15.1-11 

Thursday—Ascension Day Ps 110 Daniel 7.9-14 John 14.12-29 

Friday:  Ps 51   Numbers 22.1-20 John 15.12-25 

Saturday:     Ps 81 Numbers 22.21-40 John 15.26-16.11 

Edna receiving her Newsletter last Sunday.  She sends 
her best wishes to everyone and can’t wait to get back  

to Church. 



6TH SUNDAY OF EASTER                                                                          17th May 2020 

St Margaret’s           ANFIN Bank Information: BSB: 704-901  Account No: 00000950 

DIOCESAN PRAYER POINTS FOR TODAY 
 

• We pray for the Church of God throughout the world; that God the 

Almighty, Eternal One will guide and gather it in unity and peace. 

• We pray for the peace of the world and end to war and violence. We pray 

for the innocent victims of the recent terrorist attack on the maternity 

hospital in Kabul. 

• We pray for those who are guiding our nation and the nations of the world 

at this time that they may make wise decisions. 

• We pray for the Anglican Church of Korea: †Moses Nagjun Yoo - Primate 

of Korea and Bishop of Daejeon  

• We pray for the Diocese of the Northern Territory: †Greg Anderson; 

Clergy and People  

• We pray for our Diocese, for our Archbishop Philip, and our Bishop John 

and Area Dean, Stewart and their families 

• We pray for our Parish, for our Clergy, Wardens, Councillors and parish 

family that we may soon be able to worship and gather together. 

• We pray for the Parish of Bramble Bay: Howard Smith  

• We give thanks for Men’s Sheds  

• We pray for the Southport School, Southport: Headmaster – Greg Wain; 

Chaplain – Jonathan Whereat; Chair of School Council – Fraser Perrin; 

members of School Council; staff & students  
 

Coronavirus pandemic – a suggested prayer: 
 

Ever present God, be with us in our isolation, 

be close to us in our distancing, be healing in our sickness, 

be light in our darkness, be wisdom in our confusion, 

be all that is familiar when all is unfamiliar, that when the doors reopen 

we may, with the zeal of Pentecost inhabit our communities 

and speak of your goodness to an emerging world. For Jesus’ sake. Amen. 
 

 

Let us pray for the grace to hear more clearly the voice of Jesus in our 

daily lives, so that we too can come through him to the Father. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer 
 

We pray that this time of global pandemic may end and that the families of 

the sick and the victims be comforted and supported by the love of friends 

and neighbours. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer 
 

We pray for the sick and the elderly (remember especially those whose 

names appear on our parish prayer list), and those who at this time may be 

in hospital or housebound, isolated and unable to see or be with their loved 

ones, that they may know God’s love through the love of others. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer 
 

We thank you for the dedication of medical staff everywhere.  Please give 

each one of them your wisdom in every decision they make; please protect 

and sustain them, and give them the strength, energy and courage they 

need to carry on. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer 
 

We pray for all the faithful departed and for those throughout the world 

who have lost loved ones during this time of crisis and who have been 

unable to be with them, grieve for them and be comforted by friends and 

community.  Rest Eternal Grant Unto Them O Lord, and Let Light 

perpetual Shine Upon Them’ 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

READINGS FOR THE DAY: 
 

Acts  17.22-31  /  Ps 66.7-19 
1 Peter 3.8-22  /  John 14.15-21 
 

 

 

Sentence of the  Day:   

‘Those who love me will keep my 
word, ‘Jesus promises, ‘and my Father 
will love them, and we will come to 
them and make our home with them.’ 
John 14.23      

 

 

Prayer of the Day:  O God, you have 
prepared for those who love you joys 
beyond our understanding: pour into 
our hearts such love for you, that, 
loving you above all else, we may 
obtain your promises that exceed all 
we can desire; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who is alive and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

Prayer for Ascension Day 

Thursday, 21st May 

God of majesty, you led the Messiah 
through suffering into risen life, and 
took him up into the glory of heaven: 
clothe us with the power promised 
from on high, and send us forth to 
the ends of the earth as heralds of 
repentance and witnesses of Jesus 
Christ, the first from the dead, who 
lives with you now and always in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, God for ever 
and ever.  Amen. 

 

A Prayer for our Parish 
 

Most gracious Father we humbly 
thank you for the many blessings you 
give each one of us for life, health 
and safety.  For all that is beautiful  in 
creation.  Bless our Parish, O Lord, fill 
it with unity and compassion for one 
another.  Fill our hearts with all joy 
and peace in believing.  This we ask 
through Jesus Christ our Lord and 
Saviour  Amen. 
 

 

I have never liked losing and life has 
taught me that I won't always win. 

But God has always shown me that I 
shall gain in spirit and faith from that 

loss in the hope of learning. 

(submitted by Geoff) 


