
29th March 2020 

St Margaret’s 

Nerang 

Remember in Prayer …. 
 

Merle Schultz, Bob and Helen 
Crowle, Chris Savage, Joy 
Gray, Terry Allen, Unita, Jean, 
Graeme, Russell Harris, Bill 
Crompton, Robin, Kirby Fisher 

 

We pray for those who mourn 
remembering the Sissing family at this time 
and those who have lost loved ones from 
the Coronavirus around the world. 
 
We give thanks for the life of Amy Sissing—
May she rest in peace and Rise in Glory 

~~~~~~~ 
 

Links to websites that may be of interest: 
 

Our Diocesan magazine which includes a 
message from the Archbishop, reflections, 
spirituality, Diocesan news, events ... 
 

go to anglicanfocus.org.au  
 
Live streaming church services - 
 

Robina Trinity Anglican Mission: 
        https://www. robinaanglican.com 
 

St John’s Cathedral: 
      https//www.stjohnscathedral.com 
 

St Peter’s Church, Southport 
   https//www.stpetersgc.com.au 

Parish Office Ph: 5596  6596                              167 Beaudesert-Nerang Road, Nerang 4211                 

Church open : Mon-Thursday and Sunday: 9.00am to 12.00 noon - For private prayer              E: stmargaretsnerang@bigpond.com                   

Facebook: Anglican Church Nerang                                                              www.anglicannerang.com  

Dear Parishioners and friends of St Margaret’s 

The Archbishop has announced…..”that the Anglican Church Southern 
Queensland will put public worship on hold from Monday, 23rd March until further 
notice….  I keep you in my prayers.” 

St Margaret’s held its last public worship service last Sunday and I would just 
like to give you some information about Prayer and Pastoral support during 
the  current Covid 19 Pandemic while public worship and church activites are 
suspended.   First of all please care for one another, love one another, pray 
for one another.  It is important to remember that the rhythm of prayer never 
ceases. 
 

We will be sending to parishioners a weekly newsletter—this one being the 
first—to those parishioners who are on email.  The four or five who are not on 
email will receive a copy by personal delivery to their mail box.  The newsletter 
will contain Sunday readings, commentary, parish news, weekly Bible 
readings, links to parishes who are live streaming their Sunday services etc.  If 
you wish to write something for this newsletter please email through to the 
Parish Office.  It is our intention to keep St Margaret’s open as long as we 
safely can. 

The Church will be open Monday to Thursday, 9.00-12.00am and Sunday, 
9.00am-12.00am for private prayer and reflection. To keep the church open is 
both my personal belief and a request from the Archbishop. This provides a 
physical place and a symbol of hope.  The Parish Office will also be open 
during these times as the business of the church still has to go on (as long as 
we can). 
 

The weekly newsletter will also be pasted to the Parish website.  Please 
continue with your donations to the Parish food bank.  These can be left in the 
basket outside the church door. These will be needed more than ever by the 
needy in our community. 

In regards to your weekly offering—the closure of worship and other parish 
activities will have significant financial implications for the parish. I would 
encourage you to commence online giving if you are not doing so already.  
The Parish BSB and Account Number are in this newsletter. Thank you. 
 

What happens beyond the next week or so and with the Easter ceremonies is 
still uncertain, however, I expect that these changes will be in place for a 
longer period due to the changing nature of the medical authorities and the 
government’s advice about this virus.  
 

In the meantime, please continue to stay calm and look after yourselves and 

Parish Priest:         Rev’d Harry Reuss                  0428 187 625       hngreuss@bigpond.net.au                                                
Honorary Priests:   Rev’d Lima Bray                      0428 615 806       limabray@hotmail.com 

                                   Rev’d Canon Ross Burnett    5522 9967             rlburnett@bigpond.com                                                                                                                                                   
Honorary Deacon:  Rev’d Joy White                     5596 3083             whitefrogs@gmail.com                                          
Wardens:                 Frank Reynolds                       0421 254 526       plumbing. frank@gmail.com
                      Betty Hart                                0457 983 711       maxiebear7@gmail.com        

                                   Phil Brown                               0457 334 559       philipbrownacn@gmail.com                                                 

          PARISH BANK INFORMATION: 

BSB: 704-901  Acct No. 00000950  



29th March 2020 

St Margaret’s 

READINGS 

29 March 

 

Ezekiel 37.1-14 
Psalm 130 
Romans 8.6-11 
John 11.1-45 
 
Sentence of the  Day                                       

‘I am the resurrection and the life,’ 
says the Lord; ‘whoever lives and 
believes in me shall never die’.  

                                         John 11.25-26 

Prayer of the Day    

Life-giving God, your Son came into 

the world to free us all from sine and 

death: breathe upon us with the 

power of your Spirit, that we may be 

raised to new life in Christ, and serve 

you in holiness and righteousness all 

our days; through the same Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Week   

We thank you, heavenly Father, that 

you have delivered us from the power 

of darkness and brought us nto the 

kingdom of your Son: we pray that as 

by his death he has recalled us to life, 

so by his presence abiding in us he 

may raise us to joys eternal; through 

Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you in the unity 

of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  Amen. 

Bible Readings: 

Mon:    Ps 72 or Ps 25 Jeremiah 40.1-12 Matthew 21.23-46 

Tues:    Ps 59 or Pss 3.6 Jeremiah 40.13—41-10 Matthew  22.1-33 

Wed:       Ps 74 or Ps 90 Jeremiah 41.11—42.6  Matthew 22.34-23.12 

Thurs:   Ps 77 or Ps 39 Jeremiah 42.7-22                               Matthew  23.13-26 

Fri:   Ps 78.16-38 Jeremiah 43   Matthew 23.27-24.2 

Sat:     Ps 80 or Ps 88   Jeremiah 45 Matthew 26.1-16 

ANFIN Bank Information: BSB: 704-901  Account No: 00000950 

Our God is near and asks us to be near 

to one another.  Perhaps right now we 

cannot draw near physically to others 

for fear of contagion, but we can  

reawaken in ourselves a habit of 

drawing near to others through prayer 

and mutual help.  

…..Our Bible texts for today the 5th Sunday of Lent assure us that bones, 
rattle, souls wait, Jesus speaks—and in each case, life, hope, and comfort find 
themselves unbound.  There is no situation in life beyond God’s care. 

The story of the raising of Lazarus brings it share of challenges and questions. 
However, this extended narrative in John’s gospel dwells mainly on Jesus’ 
preparation of the disciples for what is yet to come.   The actual miracle of the 
raising reads like a footnote at the end, a scant two verses among forty-five.  
It is the truths in verses 25-27 that are at the heart of the story.   

Martha’s bold confession of faith proclaims Jesus’ identity. Jesus’ 
conversations with Martha, and then Mary, become gospel in both 
proclamation and consolation.  Lament is received.  Hope is offered. Pain is 
shared. Faith is proclaimed.  Prayer is raised.  A dead man is summoned.  
Jesus’ compassion restores life to Lazarus’s ‘soul-less’ body.  (In Jewish 
thought at the time, it took 3 days after death for the soul to leave the body, 
so this is clearly a situation beyond resuscitation.)    Why did Jesus wait before 
going to Lazarus?  Why did Jesus put the sisters through such grief: that would 
not have been necessary had he come earlier? How can illness and death 
work for the greater glory of God?   The narrative does not answer such 
questions. This gospel intends for us to walk into the face of death and grief 
and see for ourselves whether God can be trusted to make a way out of no 
way.  

John writes the first half of his gospel as a book of signs.   Wine from water, a 
multitude fed from a handful of bread and fish—none of the signs reveals the 
whole truth of the Word made incarnate. Lazarus forms the last of these 
signs.  It becomes clear now what the journey to Jerusalem will involve. 

In Ezekiel 37.1-14 we again read of a situation in which resuscitation seems 
impossible. The prophet journeys by the Spirit of God to what reads like the 
site of a terrible battle.  Bones lay scattered. Death reigns. That valley sounds 
all too familiar.  It did to those in Ezekiel’s time who grieved the separation of 
exile. It still does today for those weighed down by the separations and dyings 
that leave us feeling very dry, like those bones.  But as in John’s narrative, and 
as in the story of Genesis 1, when God speaks, life arises.  When the Spirit 
brings breath hope takes on sinew and flesh and skin. 

Paul, in Romans 8.6-11, writes that to live in Christ is not to live in denial of 
death, but to live with hope in the face of death.  For God will gift us with the 
same Spirit who breathed life into dry bones, raising us to new life.  In that 
hope is our life and peace. 

The psalmist of Psalm 130 cries out in despair and waits in hope of a new day, 

trusting in a love powerful enough to save.  Such hope rings true with that of 
Martha, Mary, Ezekiel and Paul. The psalmist’s cry for deliverance (life) is 
their cry, and ours.   

Stir in me an abiding trust in you, O God. Let is be a trust that revels in life’s 
celebrations. Let it be a trust that steadies me in death’s presence. I trust you 
in all that comes now, and in all that is my hope.  In Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

...Blessings    Fr Harry. 


