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Ways to worship and stay connected – 

while physical distancing - 
 

For Parishes providing live streaming, 
recorded or online services go to 
 

https://anglicanchurchsq.org.au/
 livestream/ 
 

Wednesday morning prayer—join 
Archbishop Phillip Aspinall as he leads us 
in Morning Prayer each Wednesday. The 
Morning prayer videos are available 
Wednesday morning each week and may 
also be watched at other times—just type 
in—Archbishop Aspinall Wednesday 
Morning Prayer—on your internet server 
 
Access weekly Sunday devotions at 
http://anglicanfocus.org.au 
 
Receive general information 
announcements for our Diocese 
community by subscribing to the 
fortnightly ‘Wednesday Weekly’ e-
newsletter at https://
anglicanfocus.org.au/Wednesday-
weekly/ 
 
‘In Quires and Places’ —On Sunday 
afternoons at 4.00pm on 4MBS Classic 
Music FM 103.7 radio station—a most 
beautiful programme of glorious, sacred 
music, arranged and presented by John 
Hawkins 
 
Songs of Praise on ABC TV on Sundays at 
11.30am which presents Christian hymns 
sung in churches of varying 
denominations from around the UK 
 

Prayer Support: 
   https://www.churchofengland.org/     
prayer-and-worship/topicalprayers   

Dear Friends, 

At least once a year, Christians are reminded of Jesus’ prayer for his disciples 
that “they may be one so that the world may believe” (see John 17.21).   
Hearts are touched and Christians come together to pray for their unity.   
The event that touches off this special experience is the known as The Week 
of Prayer for Christian Unity. 

Traditionally the Week of Prayer is celebrated between 18th-25th January, 
between the feasts of St Peter and St Paul in the Southern Hemisphere, and 
between Ascension and Pentecost in the Southern hemisphere – this year  
24th May – 31st May and shows the continued commitment to work toward 
the visible unity of Christians in a divided world. 
 

The theme and material for the week each year is produced by the local 
churches of a particular country – this year it is by the members of the 
different churches in Malta. This enables local churches throughout the 
world to learn something more of the rich human diversity worked by the 
Holy Spirit.  
 

 This year’s theme, ‘they showed us unusual kindness’ is taken from Acts 
28:2, and draws on the story of Paul finding safety and hospitality in Malta 
after a shipwreck and calls us to a greater generosity to those in need. The 
choice of Malta has special significance as in recent years the tiny 
Mediterranean island has become a major destination and transit point of 
migrants from North Africa and the Middle East – people very much in need 
of kindness and safety. 
 

With roots going back 100 years, the dedicated octave  (8 days) of prayers 
has been jointly commissioned and prepared since 1966 by the Roman 
Catholic Church’s Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity and the 
World Council of Church’s Faith and Order Commission. 
Bishop Doug Stephens has written a very concise and interesting article on 

the history of the WPCU in the latest edition of The Focus which is well 

worth a read. Go to www.anglicanfocus.org.au.  Bishop Doug ’Please 
remember that the unity of his followers is where Jesus’ heart and mind 
were focused on the night he was betrayed.’ 
 

If you are able please join leaders of Christian churches in Brisbane to pray 
for Christian unity through a live streamed Ecumenical Service at St 
Stephen’s Catholic Cathedral on Wednesday, 27th May at 7.00pm and please 
keep the unity of the Christian Church in your thoughts and prayers 
especially in the week ahead.         
 

Let us pray:  Eternal Father, we praise you for sending your Son to be one of 
us and to save us. Look upon your people with mercy, for we are divided in so 
many ways, and give us the Spirit of Jesus to make us one in love. We ask this 

gift, loving Father, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

http://www.anglicanfocus.org.au


  SUNDAY AFTER ASCENSION—COMMENTARY ON TODAY’S READINGS                          

‘One might have expected more excitement in this 
account of Jesus’ ascension into heaven.  Acts provides 
precious few details.  Jesus is ‘lifted up.’  There is a cloud 
and two heavenly messengers.  The text, instead, focuses 
upon the community of disciples.  After Jesus’ promises, 
the waiting for the Spirit begins. 

‘Is this the time?’  Many disciples of old and disciples of 
today have asked when Christ will return to usher in 
God’s final realm.  In spite of the many interpretations of 
scripture and exotic speculation, Jesus’ reply holds:  ‘It is 
not for you to know.’ 
 

Acts is traditionally ascribed to the same author as Luke.  
Luke’s gospel begins with a census ordered from Rome, 
and ends with the account of Jesus’ crucifixion and 
resurrection in Jerusalem. 
 

In Acts, the story begins in Jerusalem and unfolds as the 
gospel spreads from Jerusalem to Judea/Samaria and 
finally to Rome. Jesus’ promise to the disciples that they 
will receive power for witness reveals how this spread of 
the good news will occur.  When Jesus no longer walks 
the earth, God’s Spirit forms and commissions the Body 
of Christ to do the work of Christ. 
 

The interim between Jesus’ ascension and the gift of the 
Spirit at Pentecost takes place in a community of prayer 
that embodies God’s grace and love, much like the 
community described at the ends of Acts 2.    It is a 
community that practices inclusion.  The 11 disciples are 
joined by the brothers of Jesus and ‘certain women,’ 
including Mary the mother of Jesus.   
 

The first disciple in Luke – the first person to 
demonstrate faith in God’s saving action – was Mary.  
Her commitment, ‘Let it be to me according to your 
word’ (Luke 1:38) had opened the world to God’s grace.  
Now, as Acts begins to tell how God’s grace permeated 
the world, Mary once more stands at the beginning. 
 

The waiting community of prayer is the community for 
whom Jesus prays before his crucifixion, as told in John 

17.1-11.  Jesus prays for the community of disciples, with 
the promise that God will be glorified in their lives of 
discipleship.  God’s leading of God’s people will remain 
trustworthy. 
 

In Psalm 68.1-10,32-35 we encounter imagery of the sky 
and cloud and hear the promise that God will give power 
and strength to God’s people.  The psalmist assures that 
God is in the world with those who are most vulnerable. 
 

The absence of Jesus generated some anxiety in the early 
Christian community.  Today’s epistle text – 1 Peter 5 – 
relates the testing and fears that faced one such group.  
Yet, the writer proclaims that God is to be trusted.  
Suffering is shared with Christ.  Those who are humbled 
will be exalted (a word whose meaning includes being 
'lifted up’).  The closing verse asserts that power resides 
in the God of all grace, and this same power enables 
faithful life and witness now. 
 

The departure of Jesus in ascension elevates the identity 
of the church and focuses its mission: we are now the 
Body of Christ.  The power to be Christ’s body and render 
Christ’s witness comes through God’s continuing 
presence in the anticipated Spirit. That is Jesus’ promise.  
That is our calling. 
 

Let us Pray:  O God, through Christ you have welcomed 

redeemed humanity into your very presence. Grace us 

with your Spirit’s presence and power,  that we may 

embody your redemptive love for those in our midst who 

wait upon the gift of presence, the hope of acceptance, 

and the mercy of compassion.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 

Bible Readings for Morning Prayer  from the Lectionary: 

Monday:    Ps 84 Numbers 22.41-23.12 John 16.12-24 

Tuesday:    Pss 65;70 Numbers 23.13-30 John 16.25-17.51 

Wednesday:                              Ps 68.1-20 Numbers 24.1-11 John 17.6-19 

Thursday Ps 71 Numbers 24.12-25 John 17.20-26 

Friday:  Pss 65;67 Numbers 27 Acts 1.1-14 

Saturday:     Ps 81 Numbers 36 Acts 1.15-26 

TEACH ME TO LIVE 

 
Thank you for teaching me to Live  
every day in your presence Lord. 

 

Thank you for teaching me to 

Praise you everyday in your Spirit 

Lord. 

Thank you for teaching me to Love 

in your Power every day Lord. 

Thank you for teaching me to Give 

from your wealth in me Lord. 



  SUNDAY AFTER ASCENSION                              

PARISH DIRECTORY 
 

Parish Priest:         Rev’d Harry Reuss                  0428 187 625       hngreuss@bigpond.net.au                                                
Honorary Priests:   Rev’d Lima Bray                      0428 615 806       limabray@hotmail.com 

                                   Rev’d Canon Ross Burnett    5522 9967             rlburnett@bigpond.com                                                                                                                                                   
Honorary Deacon:  Rev’d Joy White                     5596 3083             whitefrogs@gmail.com   

Wardens:                 Frank Reynolds                      0421 254 526        plumbing. frank@gmail.com
                      Betty Hart                               0457 983 711         maxiebear7@gmail.com        

                                   Phil Brown                              0457 334 559        philipbrownacn@gmail.com      

Parish Office:          Gillian Reuss                           0497 313 527         hngreuss@bigpond.net.au                                        

 

RECTORY BATHROOM RENOVATION 

Our grateful thanks to Frank, Roger and Fr Harry for their 
great efforts and skill in completely renovating the bath-
room at the Rectory.  This work is now completed with a 
great saving in cost to the Parish.   

On a list of works to be done in the parish dated December 
2017 it had the estimated cost of the bathroom renovation 
to be $10,000—this is what it actually cost 3 years later: 

 

Shower Screen Estimate            $530.00 

Towel rails      55.43 

Bunnings Shower Rail   185.43 

Plumbing     506.25 

Bunnings—Various   862.70 

Bathroom Vanity    254.32 

                              TOTAL:          $2,394.33 

 

Drain cleaning Rectory          $756.35 

Sun Turf (Blinds) -Bunnings          $222.90 

 

Other jobs completed include the removal of several trees 
and clearing of over grown bushes and shrubs at rear of 
Rectory. Levelling of pavers in the driveway at the front of 
the Rectory and gurneying of paths around the building. 

Thank you to those who have helped with these works. 

 

CHRISTIAN MEDITATION 

 

     Every Monday at 9.30- 10.30am 

Co-ordinator—Wendy Wales 

Parish Giving –  

Even though we are not meeting for worship the 

Parish still needs to meet expenses, if you are 

able to give by Parish Direct or Online Deposit it 

would be appreciated, bank account details are 

in this  newsletter.  

For those unable to give online the office and 

Church is open on Tuesday, Wednesday and 

Friday mornings—9.00am-12.00.  Thank you for 

your continued support.     

 St Margaret’s Parish Council 

Thank you to Laurie Bradley for his great work in 

pressure cleaning the front of the admin building 

and the area in front of the church during the 

week.   

CONGRATULATIONS TO GRAEME WHO IS 

CELEBRATING HIS BIRTHDAY THIS WEEKEND.  BEST 

WISHES FROM YOUR FRIENDS AT ST MARGARET’S 



7TH SUNDAY OF EASTER                                                                          24th May 2020 

St Margaret’s           ANFIN Bank Information: BSB: 704-901  Account No: 00000950 

INTERCESSIONS FOR THE SUNDAY AFTER ASCENSION 
 

Praise to you, ascended Jesus, for you reign in glory over all the world: 
hear us as we pray for your people. 
 

We pray for the leaders of all nations and all who are constantly having to 
make difficult decisions regarding the health of its people weighing them 
up also with the economy.  Help us Lord to be mindful of the poorer 
nations who are struggling to help their people.  We pray for all scientists 
who are working tirelessly to find a vaccine for this virus.   Guide them all 
Lord God, with wisdom and discernment. 

Jesus Christ, ascended and glorified, in your mercy  hear our prayer 
 

We pray for your holy, catholic church—for its ongoing mission and unity 
and for  all who work to proclaim the truth of your Word throughout the 
world. 

We especially pray for Geoff, our Primate; Phillip, our Archbishop; John, 
our regional Bishop and their families. We pray for Harry, our Parish 
Priest, and for Lima and Ross, our Honorary clergy, and Joy, our Deacon, 
and for our parish of St Margaret’s.  

Keep us focused Lord Jesus with your spirit to guide us as we thank you 
for all the blessings we have received. 

Jesus Christ, ascended and glorified, in your mercy  hear our prayer 
 

We give you thanks and praise that you are the centre and source of our 
being, the provider of all we have to share.  

We pray for our families, our neighbours and our friends. 

We pray for our community, for compassion for the vulnerable, for 
acceptance for the outcast, for understanding and love for all during this 
pandemic.  We pray for all doctors, nursing and all working on the front 
lines to feel safe and not fearful as they work with the sick and 
sometimes the dying.  Grant acceptance to all who are unwanted or 
unloved, care to the neglected and a voice to those who are never heard. 

Jesus Christ, ascended and glorified, in your mercy   hear our prayer 
 

 

Praise to you, ascended Jesus, for you heal the sick and look with 
compassion on those who are in need: hear our prayers for all who suffer. 

We pray for those who are isolated and alone, those who ae sad and 
unwell or sick in mind or body.  We pray for those who are on our parish 
prayer list—Merle Schultz, Bob and Helen Crowle, Chris Savage, Joy Gray, Terry 
Allen, Unita, Jean, Graeme, Russell Harris, Bill Crompton, Robin, Kirby Fisher, and 
Margaret Maynard and any known to us personally ….grant them your healing 
love and mercy Lord.   

Jesus Christ, ascended and glorified, in your mercy  hear our prayer 
 

 

We thank you Lord that you prepare a dwelling place for all who love you.  
al glory: hear our prayers for all who have died in the faith. 

We give you thanks at this time for the life and ministry of the Rev’d 
Colleen Guttormsen  and we pray for her husband and family, her sister, 
Betty, and friends in their time of loss.  We pray that she will Rest in Peace 

and Rise in Glory.   Help us to follow in the ways of your faithful servants, 
following their example and keeping your commandments, and, when 
our work on earth is done, with all your saints may we enter eternal life 
and receive the crown of glory. 

Jesus Christ, ascended and glorified, in your mercy  hear our prayer 

READINGS FOR THE DAY: 

 
Acts 1.6-14   
Psalm 68.1-10,32-35 
1 Peter 5   
 John 17.1-11 
 
Sentence of the  Day:   

This is eternal life, that we may 
know you, the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ whom you have sent.  
John 17.3 
 

Prayer of the Day:   

O God, whose Son, Jesus, prayed 
for his disciples, and sent them 
into the world to proclaim the 
coming of your kingdom: by your 
Holy Spirit, hold the Church in 
unity; and keep if faithful to your 
word, so that, breaking bread 
together, we may be one with 
Christ in faith and love and service, 
now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Week: 

O God, you withdraw from our 
sight that you may be known by 
our love: help us to enter the cloud 
where you are hidden, and to 
surrender all our certainty to the 
darkness of faith in Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 
 

A Prayer for our Parish 
 

Most gracious Father we humbly 
thank you for the many blessings 
you give each one of us for life, 
health and safety.  For all that is 
beautiful  in creation.  Bless our 
Parish, O Lord, fill it with unity 
and compassion for one another.  
Fill our hearts with all joy and 
peace in believing.  This we ask 
through Jesus Christ our Lord and 
Saviour  Amen. 
 

The Anglican Parish in Nerang in the Diocese of 
Brisbane is committed to protecting your 
privacy. The people on the list of the sick have 
personally requested prayers. 


